
Message from Pastor Ray 

THE STORIES BEHIND THE LYRICS (1) 

I imagine most of us, especially those who have grown up 
in the church, know many of the hymns that have been 
sung time after time in church services. The hymns that 
we sing actually have stories that inspired the writers to 
pen the lyrics of the songs. 

Over the next couple of weeks I want to share with you 
some of the stories behind the Christmas music we sing 
during the season of Advent. These stories come from a 
book I have called, Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. 
Morgan. 

Let’s begin with two familiar Christmas hymns: 

HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

Luke 2:12, “Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 

which will be to all people.’” (NKJV) 

Upon his conversion, Charles Wesley immediately began 
writing hymns, each one packed with doctrine, all of 
them exhibiting strength and sensitivity, both beauty and 
theological brawn. He wrote constantly, and even on 
horseback his mind flooded with new songs. He often 
stopped at houses along the road and ran in asking for 
“pen and ink.” 

He wrote over 6,000 hymns during his life, and he didn’t 
like people tinkering with the words. In one of his 
hymnals, he wrote, “I beg leave to mention a thought 
which has been long upon my mind, and which I should 
long ago have inserted in the public papers, had I not 
been unwilling to stir up a nest of hornets. Many 
gentlemen have done my brother and me (though 
without naming us) the honor to   (continued on next page) 

¶ Sunday, 12/12  Morning Worship                                              
9:00 am Sunday School        
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Ministry Center in Douay, France, Wade taught 
music and became renowned as a copyist of    
musical scores. His work was exquisite. 

In 1743, Wade, 32, produced a copy of a Latin 
Christmas carol beginning with the phrase 
Adeste Fidelis, Laeti triumphantes. At one time 
historians believed he had simply discovered an 
ancient hymn by an unknown author, but most 
scholars now believe Wade himself composed the 
lyrics. Seven original hand-copied manuscripts of 
this Latin hymn have been found, all of them 
bearing Wade’s signature. 

John Wade passed away on August 16, 1786, at 
age 75. His obituary honored him for his 
“beautiful manuscripts” that adorned chapels 
and homes. 

As time passed, English Catholics began return-
ing to Britain, and they carried Wade’s       
Christmas carol with them. More time passed, 
and one day an Anglican minister named Rev. 
Frederick Oakeley, who preached at Margaret 
Street Chapel in London, came across Wade’s 
Latin Christmas carol. Being deeply moved, he 
translated it into English for Margaret Street 
Chapel. The first line in Oakeley’s translations 
said, “Ye Faithful, Approach Ye.” 

Somehow, Ye Faithful, Approach Ye,” didn’t 
catch on, and several years later Oakeley tried 
again. By this time Oakeley, too, was a Roman 
Catholic priest, having converted to Catholicism 
in 1845. Perhaps his grasp of Latin had             
improved, because as herepeated over and over 
the Latin phrase Adeste Fidelis, Laeti               
triumphantes he finally came up with the       
simpler, more vigorous O Come, All Ye Faithful, 
Joyful and Triumphant! 

So two brave Englishmen, Catholics, lovers of 
Christmas and lovers of hymns, living a hundred 
years apart, writing in two different nations, 
combined their talents to bid us come, joyful and 
triumphant, and adore Him born the King of    
angels. 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 

Next, week we will look at the stories behind:   
Angels from the Realms of Glory and It Came 
Upon a Midnight Clear. 

Reprint many of our hymns. Now they are     
perfectly welcome to do so, provided they print 
them just as they are. But I desire they would not 
attempt to mend them, for they are really not 
able. None of them is able to mend either the 
sense or the verse. Therefore, I must beg of them 
these  two favors: either to let them stand just as 
they are, to take things for better or worse, or to 
add the true reading in the margin, or at the  
bottom of the page, that we may no longer be               
accountable either for the nonsense or for the 
doggerel of other men.” 

But one man did the church a great favor by  
polishing up one of Charles’ best-loved hymns. 
When Charles was 32, he wrote a Christmas 
hymn that began: 

Hark, how all the welkin rings,  

“Glory to the King of kings: 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

Universal nature say, 

“Christ the Lord is born to-day!” 

The word “welkin” was an old English term for 
vault of heaven.” It was Charles’ friend,         
evangelist George Whitefield, who, when he  
published this carol to his collection of hymns in 
1753, changed the words to the now-beloved, 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” 

 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Matthew 2:11, “And when they had come into 
the house, they saw the young Child with Mary 
His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. 
And when they had opened their treasures, they 
presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.” (NKJV) 

John Francis Wade, author of this hymn, was 
hounded out of England in 1745. He was a       
Roman Catholic layman in Lancashire; but     
because of persecution arising from the Jacobite 
rebellion, streams of Catholics fled to France and 
Portugal, where communities of English-
speaking Catholics appeared. 

But how could he, a refugee, support himself? In 
those days, the printing of musical scores was 
cumbersome, and copying them by hand was an 
art. In the famous Roman Catholic College and 



NURSING HOME OUTREACH 

We have a number of people who are currently in an assisted living facility. With the social distancing practices 
currently in effect, Pastor Ray and Brenda are not able to visit with them. Therefore, it would be nice if we as the 
church family would send cards, letters or make phone calls to these individuals to let them know that they have not 
been forgotten. I have included the names and addresses of each individual that I am aware of that is currently in one 
of the assisted living facilities from our church. If I have left anyone out, please let me know. Thank you for taking 
the time to reach out to these individuals. 

 

 

Martha Brown    Sherman Oakland          Eunice Ruggles 
c/o Western Care Center         c/o Fallon Medical Complex        c/o Southwest Health Care Services 
1104 Highway 12          202 S. 4th Street W          802 2nd Street NW 
Hettinger ND 58639         Baker MT 59313          Bowman ND 58623 
 

SENIORS/SHUT-INS OUTREACH 

The following list is for those seniors within our congregation that are unable to get out. Please send cards, letters or 
make a phone call to these individuals to let them know that you are praying and thinking about them as Pastor Ray 
and Brenda are unable at this time to visit them. Thank you for taking the time to reach out to each of these 
individuals.  

Sonia Campbell       Mary Jacobi    Gail Hughes 
203 11th Avenue NW Apt 101     206 10th Avenue NW, Apt C2 PO Box 775 
Bowman ND 58623-0085     Bowman ND 58623            Bowman ND 58623-0075 
 
Dawn Lutes        Julie Brown    Sharon Harmon 
PO Box 233        509 1st Street NW   307 2nd Avenue N 
Bowman ND 58623      Bowman ND 58623            Scranton ND 58653 
 
Joyce Wilburn       Evelyn McKittrick   Nancy Sheets  
805 3rd Street NW       101 7th Avenue NW   919 20th Avenue SW 
Bowman ND 58623      Bowman ND 58623   Valley City ND 58072 
                
           Silver Ziebarth 
Dorinda Diede        Carol Ziebarth    Fallon Medical Complex 
107 9th Avenue  NW      209 Main Street S.   202 S 4th Street W 
Bowman ND 58623       Scranton, ND 58653   PO Box 820 
           Baker MT 59313 

HOSPITAL - Please send lots of cards of encouragement 
 

Gary Campbell 
Southwest Hospital 
Bowman, ND 
 

***If you know of someone I should add to this page, please contact Brenda at 701-440-0024/523-5492 or at
 pastorswife8893@gmail.com 



Attendance Numbers 

     Date      Online  Sanctuary  Total 

December 5         241              25    266 

December 12       

December 19            

December 26       

Sunday School     0      

      Yearly Averages 

2020 Average: online: 105  In Person: 42 2021 Average: Online: 163        In Person: 41 

Jan  2021:  Online 138 In Person: 42  July 2021:  Online :164  In Person: 41 

Feb  2021: Online 151  In Person: 39  August 21:  Online: 156  In Person: 36 

Mar  2021: Online 106 In Person: 39  Sept. 2021:  Online: 196  In Person: 33 

April 2021: Online 161 In Person: 51  Oct. 2021: Online: 205  In Person: 37 

May 2021: Online 119 In Person: 38  Nov. 2021: Online: 220  In Person:61 

June 2021: Online 178 In Person: 30  Dec. 2021:  Online: 241  In Person: 25 

 

            Thank You for Your Generosity!! (Week of 11/24/2021)                                               

 General Fund               $ 1,645.00 
 Memorials (Undesignated)   $ 3,050.00 

 Memorials Offering (Designated)  $- - - - - - -                   
 ACH                  $- - - - - - - 
 Special Offering     $- - - - - - - 

 Missions (Undesignated)    $- - - - - - -    
 El Min (Interest Check)    $- - - - - - -        
 Weekly Total      $  4,695.00 
 December Total     $  4,695.00 
 Total Raised for Sound System  $22,207.00 



 PTL - Holly Seifert’s surgery went well—Her son is doing better after his surgery, has strength   
  returing to his legs PTL  
 Family with marriage problems 
 Rita Lewton and family at the passing of Rob Lewton, Pray for comfort, peace and strength during 
  this time  
 Kim Diede - in hospital with neurological issues, passed out while driving 
 Dorinda Diede - will be traveling by car from North Carolina - safe passage  
 Kristen had knee surgery—pray for a complete and rapid recovery 
 Judy Sparks—had abdominal surgery - pray for complete recovery 
 Gary Campbell had a stroke not doing very well and is sleeping all the time now. Pray for Sonia 
  and their family during the time of transition from this life to eternal life. 
 The Robinsdale Methodist Church as they move forward with separation from UMC 
 Minnesota Conference would experience Revival and move away from liberal /progressive agenda 
 The people of Afghanistan and the US citizens who are still trapped there 
 Doctors/Nurses who are being forced to take the Covid vaccinations or lose their jobs 
 Robin Mrnak diagnosed with cancer—pray for her healing and her family as they deal with this  
 Bowman Family at the passing of Ron...pray for peace, strength and comfort during this time 
 Diana, Sonia’s Daughter, has cancer –surgery went well! Struggling with Gary Campbell’s  
  situation 
 Pray the Lord will bless us with more rain!  GG                   
 Farmers/Ranchers during this drought - pray for more rain/snow!! 
 The crisis at the US border 
 Christopher Sherwood infection in both of his legs - pray for healing 
 Silver Ziebarth - in nursing home - Is doing much better  
 Carol Ziebarth - traveling to visit Silver - pray for safe passage to and from nursing home 
 Governor Doug Burgum - Wisdom to do what is best for North Dakota  
 Penny Benner—Pancreatic Cancer—healing  
 Sherman Oakland—Health is failing - pray for him and the family during this time 
 Nadine Ueno - Cancer - pray for God’s healing touch to rest upon her 
 Eric Stevenson -  Salvation (Pastor Ray/Brenda’s oldest son) 
 Martha Brown – in nursing home, desires to be able to have visitors (please send cards or call) 
 Karen Paulson’s son’s father - Cancer 
 Julie Brown - Heart problems - pray for healing 
 Janet Haugen, Gail Hughes’ cousin, better but still needs assistance - home 
 Health Care Workers and their families during continued COVID-19 exposure 
 Prayer for the upcoming process of separation from UMC 
 Dawn Lutes – Brain Cancer (PO Box 233, Bowman ND 58623) - healing 
 Eunice Ruggles – Doing very well (see Nursing Home page for address) 
 Bowman UMC Growth – Spiritual/Physical/Financial 
 Those who are in need of salvation 
 Police/potential elimination of all police departments, protection from harm 
 President Biden - Our country - Congress 
 Pray that the riots/shootings that are occurring across our country will cease! 
 Escalating world events (Russia on Ukraine boarder/Nuclear explosion in Iran) 



December  12/14 Jan Faris 
      12/20 Billy Doerr 
      12/24 Noel Nordberg 
      12/28 Mahlon Smith 
      12/30 Eunice Ruggles 
      Rita Lewton 
      12/31 Beth Mollman 
      Evan Mollman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 12/26  Tom/Amy Temple 
    12/29  Robin/Chad Welch 



 Advent Devotional Week 3: JOY:                                                                            
Finding True Joy in Christ’s Birth this Christmas 

By Rev. Matt Tullos                                                                                                          
(https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/devotions-christmas-advent-week-three-joy) 

“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 

virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David. The virginôs name was Mary. And 

the angel came to her and said, óRejoice, favored woman! The Lord is with you.ô But she was 

deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. Then the angel 

told her: óDo not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Now listen: You will con-

ceive and give birth to a son, and you will call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have end.ôò       Luke 1:26-33 

The Unconquerable Gift of Joy 

Happiness is an emotion that can disappear as quickly as it rises to the surface. Joy, however, is a 

choice. We have a choice. God gives us a joy that is unconquerable. We can choose to live in an attitude 

of resentment, anger and fear or we can choose to pursue the joy of Christ. So what is the picture of joy 

in the Bible? 

Joy is trusting when you want to doubt. 

ñTrust in the LORD forever, because in Yah, the LORD, is an everlasting rock! (Isaiah 26:4) As Christ 

followers we arenôt pressured to do it al for everyone. We trust in Jesus to do the heavy lifting. The key 

is trust. We just need to have Maryôs response to the coming of Jesus, ñI am the Lordôs slave,ô said 

Mary. óMay it be done to me according to your wordôò (Luke 1:38). 

Joy is receiving what you want to reject.  

Can you imagine how the innkeeper would have felt if he said to Mary and Joseph, ñOf course you canôt 

stay in that stable! Thatôs for paying customers. Who do you take me for?ò We find joy in making room 

for people in need. Reflect on the mysterious words found in Hebrew: ñDonôt neglect to show hospitali-

ty, for by doing this some have welcomed angels as guests without knowing it.ò (Hebrews 13:2) 

(continued on following page) 



Joy is celebrating when you want to fear. 

Whatôs the first thing angels say to mortals? Itôs standard protocol, In just about every divine encounter 

the angels say: ñFear not.ò I can hear Jesus instruct His most trusted angels. ñOK, letôs go over this 

again...Most of the people that Iôll tell you to speak to will be scared out of their wits! So letôs practice 

the greeting one more time.ò Then the angels would all say in unison, ñFear not.ò 

Understand Why We Can Be Joyful 

The message is clear. God is not looking for ways to scare us into faith. He drew near to us to relieve the 

worries we have about crossing over the divide between heaven and earth. 

He wants you to know that He’s going to take care of you no matter what happens. One of 

the names that He was called long before he ever stepped on this worldôs stage was Immanuel meaning, 

ñGod with us.ò 

No matter what you go through we can whisper this simple trust: ñJesus is with me.ò Think about it. He 

is with you in your greatest victories and your most humiliating defeats. Jesus is with you at all times in 

all things. 

How to Choose Joy Today 

Share: Invite each family member to share one thing that theyôre trusting God to handle. 

Encourage: Write a note to someone who is experiencing fear and worry. Let them know youôre pray-

ing that God will give them the courage they need. 

Evaluate: Make an inventory of the things that bring you joy. 

Express: Make the time and space to share a meal and a fun experience. This is such a busy week! 

Donôt miss the joy of sharing the experience of Christmas with each other. 

Pray: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there 

is discord, union. Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light. Where there is sadness, 

joy. Where there is injury, pardon. O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as 

to console; to be understood, s to understand; to be loved, as to love; For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.—Prayer for 

Peace of St. Francis of Assisi.  



¶ Sunday, December 5                            

 2nd Sunday of Advent   

 9:00 am Sunday School  

 10:00 am Morning Worship  

 First Sunday of Advent  

 Preschool Sunday School will be 

 held in the basement during morning 

 worship 

¶ Sunday, December 5 @ 2:30 pm at     
Bowman Lutheran Church - Bowman 
Community Chorus presents the 63rd 
Annual Christmas Concert dedicated to 
the Memory of Ron Bowman: What 
Child Is This? Prelude & Intermission 
performances by “The Saxy Brass” 

 
¶ Monday, December 6 - Friendship Circle 

at 7 pm - If you would like to get in on 
the fun there will be a cookie exchange, 
just bring 2 dozen of the same kind of 
cookies to exchange with those in           
attendance. 

 
¶ Wednesday, December 8    

 Religious Release @ 2pm;  
 Youth Group @ 6:30 pm;   
 Discovery Club @ 6:30 pm  

¶ Sunday, December 12 Saxy Brass will be 
coming here to bless us during our morn-
ing worship service 

 
¶ Monday, December 13 at 7:00 pm—

What Happens Next Video & Bible Study 
by David Jeremiah in the Fireside Room 

¶ Tuesday, December 14 SW Cancer 
Survivors Meeting at 6:30 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
¶ Sunday, December 19 - Live Nativity 

from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Soup &            
Sandwiches with Kids performance 
from 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

¶ If you or someone you know needs    
assistance with your home energy, 
please take one of the brochures in the 
main lobby or contact Laura Marsh at 
701.483.2417 or at 1.800.823.2417 or 
the North Dakota Department of     
Human Services here in Bowman. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

1.  Please pray for Christine, Lorna, and Bosco. 
 
2.  Pray for the NHU board and founders as they discuss the findings of 

 the organizational review.  Pray for genuine heart level ownership of 
 the issues raised and for clear action that will reflect positively on 
 Christ, bring healing to many hurting people and if possible set our 
 organization on a path toward healing, change, and growth once 
 again. 

 
3.  Please continue to pray for Musana Camps as we engage the board 
 in this discussion regarding Musana Camps Autonomy.  
 
4. Pray for wisdom and insight for our family as we discern how the 
 Lord is leading in this next season.  
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